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Bismillahir-Rahmanir-Rahin 

Praise be to Allah Who has equipped man with the 
ability to distinguish good from evil and right fm wrong 
“and shown him the two paths” (Qur’an 90:10). May 
peace and blessings of Allah be on our Beloved Prophet, 
Muhammad the most beloved and chosen messenger of 
Allah Who has been described by the Most High Allah, as 
“And verily, you are on an exalted (standard of) 
character,” his family and companions and all those who 
follow their footsteps until the Day of Reckoning. 

The title of this paper is: The Cherished Islamic 
Moral Values and their Inevitability in Nation Building” 
and it shows that if we sincerely want to rebuild and 
reconstruct our society after its disintegration we must 
inevitably rebuild our identity based on our cherished 
moral values which have originated from our iman. In 
fact, there is no short-cut to that. 

1. Muslims Today 

Muslims were once feared, respected and 
venerated. But the contemporary Muslim world is 
“internally weak, relatively backward, frustrated, conflict- 
ridden, suffering from internal tensions and often 
controlled and abused by foreign powers”’. In short, the 
Muslim world is in a state of crisis, because even Islam 
itself is now under attack by the West and by extension 
the Muslims who intend to understand it correctly and 
practice it properly are also under attack. That is why a lot 
of propaganda is used to prevent the Muslims from 
understanding the real Islam. Thus they are in a great 
danger: danger of being politically and even morally 
indifferent and not doing enough and in the right time to 
resist the Western political and cultural hegemony. This 


is a danger of submissiveness in the face of Western 
forces and their inheritors. 

It is a known fact that the West plans to subjugate 
Islam to their own system which according to their plan, 
must be subservient to their secular system, thereby 
establishing what they call “Modern” or “Democratic” 
Islam and by so doing reducing the real Islam to “religion” 
according to their own perception, i.e. private affairs. 
Thus religion to them is insignificant because it has been 
reduced to personal wish or interest of individuals, which 
has posed a threat to even meaningful existence and inter- 
personal relationships that are cultivated by the presence 
of Islamic moral values. And in its place personal greed 
and intensified forms of individualism are created. This 
consequently creates various types of corruptions in the 
society. 


2. The Condition of Our Society 

With particular reference to our immediate society 
(Nigeria, especially the Northern part), it is noted that, for 
some times that, there has been unprecedented growth in 
Islamic consciousness which led to the re-introduction of 
the Shariah that started from Zamfara. It is this 
consciousness that has led to the increasing number of 
formal and informal Islamic lessons at schools Mosques 
and even homes; women Islamic schools have been 
increasing every day in both number and enrollment; 
public lectures, seminars and preaching have also 
multiplied; Muslims have summoned some courage to 
voice their grievances and their voices have become more 
audible even though hardly heard. Muslims have just 
started to realize, though paradoxically, through the 


attacks on them by their enemies, their lack of 
preparedness for a confrontation that may not be avoided. 

However, despite all these, development of 
Islamic work has remained largely haphazard, deficient in 
vision and lacking in focus and strategy. Muslims in 
Nigeria do not have proper forum where they can discuss 
their affairs and plan their activities. Even though they 
have various bodies and organizations, with leaders and 
scholars, this has not been of much use. This is because 
many of these bodies and organizations are either too 
narrow or too naive to allow them cater for serious 
Muslim interest, beyond some parochial interests. Some 
even serve as fronts for some personalities who run them 
like their own private companies to the utter neglect of the 
genuine Muslim interests and concern. That is why the 
Muslim interests are in jeopardy despite the various 
Islamic bodies and Muslim leaders and scholars. This has 
led to one very bitter fact that Muslims have not gone 
beyond reacting to situations and responding to 
provocations. In other words, they are always in the 
defense. 

The incessant Christian attacks on Muslims have 
glaringly shown us our weakness and frightening 
vulnerability. We continue to leave the protection of 
Muslim interests to chance, while witnessing the forces of 
our enemies with their planned, organized and systematic 
schemes gaining ground and getting upper hand on us, 
every day. With an ignorant and timid community, greedy 
and sometime incompetent Ulama, ill-motivated Muslim 
youth, armed forces and security agencies, universities, 
tertiary institutions and hospital largely manned by non- 
Muslim personnel, Muslims’ future in this country is 


gloomy. Muslims in this country also suffer the loss of 
courage manifested in their failure to face up to the 
challenge of being Muslims which consists of absolute 
and unconditional loyally and submission to Allah and 
execution of His law. The negative result of this is loss of 
identity which is clearly visible in the Muslim personality 
which is  indistinguishable in terms of greed, 
shamelessness, drunkenness, delinquency and lunacy and 
devotion to personal comfort and luxury, from the non- 
Muslim personality. This consequently has caused the 
Muslim a continuous humiliation, sometimes by the 
physical elimination of their leaders or even their 
members for no other cause than that they are Muslims, 
as the late Ahmadu Bello Sardauna, Abubakar Tafawa 
Balewa and others have been eliminated; and as our 
innocent and armless brothers and sisters have been and 
are being eliminated in Zangon Kataf, Zankuwa, Jos, 
Maiduguri, Potiskum, Kano etc. 

This is the small picture of our society and as Mal. 
Ibrahim Sulaiman describes it, even some years ago 
(thirty two years to be precise but without any significant 
change). 

“It is a Muslim society 
without Islam, a_ society 
without courage or will, a 
giant society in slumber. This 
picture contrasts sharply 
with the picture of this 
society barely one hundred 
years ago when the nascent 
Khilafah of Shehu Usman 
(Danfodio) had consolidated 


its power. The society then 
was guided by Islamic, 
courageous, revolutionary 
leadership full of confidence 
and faith in its ideology and 
ability”. 

There is no denying the fact that our contemporary 
political and religious leaders — with the exception of very 
few have not only failed but also betrayed us. It is also a 
bitter fact that at this crucial time is not only painful but 
tormenting. However, we will not help the situation by 
complaining about the failure or cementing over the 
betrayal without doing anything positively. 

It is in this respect, I am of the view that the main 
reason of our failure and degeneration is the neglect of our 
moral values that always provide us with our strength and 
protect us against our enemies. It is this neglect that even 
destroys our society. Thus the main solution is to create 
that ideal Muslim personality based on inculcating the 
Islamic moral values in the individual Muslims which will 
consequently facilitate the way of building a Muslim 
Ummah in which moral values flourish while voices are 
not allowed to contaminate the society. 

3. The Moral Values 

These values are regarded in Islam at a very high 
esteem to the extent that they have been made to be the 
only purpose of the message of Islam which has left, till 
today, an indelible impression in history, and for 
propagating which the Prophet (S.A.W.) worked tirelessly 
and ceaselessly. Thus he was reported to have said: 

“I have been sent only for the purpose of 
perfecting good morals” 


Thus all acts of worship (ibadat) are designed, as 
exercises and training, to enable us acquire these moral 
values and virtue and adhere to them whatever be the 
changes in our circumstances. These values are many 
which include truthfulness, courage, decency, generosity, 
honesty, fulfillment of promise, sincerity, patience, 
tolerance and pardon, philanthropy, mercifulness, respect, 
etc. in short moral values include any noble character. 

The relationship between morality values and 
religion as a whole is not causal as the values forms the 
basis of reform and improvement in this world and 
salvation in the hereafter. Thus iman (faith), goodness and 
morality are dependent on each other. 

4. Iman (Faith) as the Basis of Moral Values 

It is through the truth of faith (iman) and means 
of its perfection, noble qualities that our moral values are 
nurtured and developed and are guarded and kept secure 
till they bear fruits +. Thus when iman is firm and strong, 
then strong and lasting moral values will be developed and 
if the moral character is low then iman will accordingly 
be weak. That is why it was reported that once the Prophet 
(S.A.W) passed by an Ansari who was scolding his 
brother about his immodesty. The Prophet (S.A.W) 
advised him to let him go as modesty was a branch of 
iman 5. 

The Prophet (S.A.W) was also reported, on this, to have 
said; 
“Modesty (haya) and 
faith (iman) are twins. 
One who gives up one 
has to lose the other”®. 


In yet another hadith, to show the superiority of 
moral values, the Prophet (S.A.W) in answering the 
question, “what is the best thing given to man?” put to him 
by the Companions, was reported to have said. 

“The best moral character”. 

The iman (faith) which is the basis of moral values 
is belief in Allah (S.W.T) which includes all other facets 
of iman has been embodied in kalimatush-shahadah_ (the 
word of testimony) which is La ilaha illal-Lah, 
Muhammadur-Rasulul-Lah (there is no deity worthy of 
worship, except Allah and that Muhammad is the Apostle 
of Allah). This phrase is the foundation as well as the 
essence or Islam. It is the key to Islam and consequently 
to paradise, provided it is consciously accepted and 
completely adhered to in practical life. Thus its full 
meaning must properly be understood and sincerely 
accepted and practically acted upon. 

The kalimah consist of two phrases: 
a) La ilaha illal-Lah: this consists of two aspects: 

i) The first aspect negating the idea that in 
the whole universe there is something 
worthy of worship and obedience; 

ii) The second aspect is an affirmation that 
Allah alone is worthy of worship and 
obedience and only His system is 
acceptable. 

This explanation is in accordance with the 

Qur’anic verse which provides: 

...SO whoever 
disbelieves in 
taghut® and believes 
in Allah has grasped 


the most trustworthy 
hand hold with no 
break in it. And 
Allah is All-Hearing 
and All-Knowing?. 

b) Muhammadur-Rasulul-Lah. This establishes that 
the worship to Allah alone, established by the first 
phrase was sent by Allah (S.W.T) through His 
most chosen messenger, Muhammad (S.A.W) and 
thus it is form him that the worship should be 
understood for implementation. That is why” 
whoever obeys the apostle really obeys Allah”!”. 
The kalimah is the basis of not only Islamic moral 

values but of the Islamic system as a whole. This is 
because as Sayyid Qutb explains in his “Milestone”: 

... The other pillars of Islam 

and articles of faith are 

derivatives of it. Thus belief 

in angles and God's Books 

and God’s Messengers and 

the life hereafter and al-gdr 

(the measurement of good 

and evil), and salat 


(prayers), as-siyam 
(fasting), az-Zakat (poor- 
due) and al-Hajj 


(pilgrimage), and the god of 
permissible and forbidden 
things, human affairs, laws, 
Islamic moral teachings and 
so on, are all based on the 


foundation of worship _of 


God and the source of these 
teachings is the person of 
the Prophet (S.A.W) through 
whom God has revealed 
them to us... Thus the 
declaration of faith 
(throughthe kalimah) 
provides the foundation for 
complete system of life for 
Muslim community in all its 
details. This way of life 
cannot come into being 
without securing this 
foundation first. Similarly, if 
the system of life is 
constructed on some other 
foundation, the community 
cannot be considered 
Islamic ””. 

He then quotes the Qur’anic verse: 
“...The command belongs to 
none but to Allah. He 
commands that you worship 
none but Him. This is the 
right way of life, but most of 
the people do not know ”. 

The most essential implication of the kalimah_is 
that belief in its meaning must be a belief of certainty and 
assent to it needs to be dedicated and true, and submission 
to Allah through it needs to be a total submission reflected 
in commitment to ibadah (worship) and compliance in all 
areas of prohibitions and commandments. 


Thus, this kalimah is a form of covenant between 
Muslims and their Creator, Allah (S.W.T), under which 
they are duty bounty to uphold the inherent obligations 
and commit themselves to that as long as they live, in the 
hope that they attain salvation in the Hereafter once they 
discharge their duties as dictated by the covenant, because 
Allah (S.W.T) say: 

...And anyone who fulfills 
what he has covenanted 
with Allah, He will soon 
grant him a great reward 
13 


In short a real mumin (believer) is he who has been 
described by Imam Ahmad, Taha al-Haddad in his 
La'ilaha llal-Lah:Miftahul Jannah where 
he says: 

“is he who believes in the 
kalimah with his heart, 
proclaims it with his 
tongue and Strives to put 
into practice, its inherent 
Coie gion with his limbs 
1 


He then concludes that: 
“And he who bears 
witness to it with 
his tongue but does 
not submit to it in 
his heart is a 
hypocrite, and he 
who believes in it 
in his heart and 
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acknowledges it 
with his tongue, 
but fails to comply 
with its obligations 
with his limb is a 
wrong doer 
(zalim) ”. 


Some of the moral effects of iman on Muslim are as 
follows: 


a. 


It inculcates in him broad-mindedness, in the 
sense that he believes in Allah who is the Creator 
of everything, and thus everything in the whole 
universe belongs to Him, his sympathetic, love 
and service will not be to one particular group. 

It produces in him self-respect, because by virtue 
of his iman he believes that all power belongs to 
Allah and accordingly none, beside Him is capable 
of benefiting him or harming him, or providing 
him with his needs, giving or taking away his life. 
It creates uprightness and piety in him because he 
believes that is the only way of salvation and 
success. 


. Itimparts in his heart an extraordinary consolation 


and fills it with hope. That is why he does not lose 
hope. 

It produces in him a very strong degree of 
determination and perseverance because he is 
confident that he has the support of Allah. This 
alone makes him strong and firm. 

It generates in him a sense of modesty and 
humbleness, because he knows that whatever he 
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own has been given to him by Allah Who can take 
it away from him anytime He wills. 

g. It inspires in him bravery, because it cleans in him 
two things that cause cowardice (i) fear of death 
and love of safety; and (ii) the idea that someone 
else besides Allah (S.W.T.) can take away life and 
man by adopting certain devices can escape death. 

h. It creates peace (of mind) and self-content in him 
and cleans his mind of jealousy and greed. It thus 
keeps him away from temptation of resorting to 
base and unfair means of achieving success '°. 


5. Necessity of Constructing Muslim Personality in 
Nation Building 

The serious negative effect of corruption in this 
country, as we are all aware, has made it to be in shambles. 
It, therefore, needs not just readjustment or 
reorganization, but reconstruction. In fact, we need to 
rebuild our society so that it will be a human society which 
is a true representation of mankind. Such society cannot 
be any society other than Islamic society. 

However, before explaining how such society can 
be reconstructed, we need to know what it entails and 
what are its nature and characteristics and how it differs 
from the one in which we now live. This society as rightly 
described by our learned brother Malam Ibrahim 
Sulaiman, some 32 years ago, is in the first place 
submissive to Allah because it owes its loyalty not to any 
individuals, class, clique, nation or race but exclusively 
and absolutely to Allah. It is thus submissive to Shariah 
and implements its rule with unconditional willingness. It 
also rejects all attempts to impose man-made laws on it, 
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as this is inconsistent with human dignity or that the 
Shariah is subjected to limitations or suspension or it is 
made to compete with man-made laws. That is why 
whenever the Shariah is subjected to limitations or 
suspension or it is made to compete with man-made laws, 
under whatever pretext, the society fights to restore its 
supremacy /”. 

It is efficient, skillful, strong and visionary society 
that appreciates Allah’s favour and utilizes the same to the 
fullest advantage. It uses all the resources to help the cause 
of Allah and because of its intensive utilization of its 
intellect, it has a vision of its future and destiny and works 
towards a better future and happy destiny. 

Furthermore, the society is independent. Thus it 
cannot accept to be enslaved by any other society. This is 
because as a society that believes in Allah, cannot agree 
to be controlled or ruled by the enemies of Allah. Allah, 
(S.W.T) Himself will never accept that He has testified in 
His Book, where He says: 

And never will Allah give 
the disbelievers over the 
believer a way (to 
overcome them). 1° 

The society is characterized by justice and 
fairness. This is because justice relates to giving 
supremacy of iman, and Shariah in society. Thus there 
cannot be justice where polytheism, kufr or atheism reigns 
or where a law other than the Shariah is in force. That is 
why the society does not surrender its destiny to a greedy, 
inhuman clique as it surrenders and submits their affair 
only to the dictates of Allah Who is the absolutely just. 
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Our society today differs almost totally from that 
society i.e. the Islamic society, because ours surrenders to 
wealth, luxury, sex, power and prestige forgetting that 
such surrender helps in liquidating the interest of the weak 
and the poor who cannot join the race for these things. 

The society is also inefficient, cowardly, 
incompetent servile and yet arrogant. It is a society where 
justice has disappeared. Thus the poor, the sick the woman 
and child in short the weak in the society, have all been 
denied justice because the powerful who are not God 
fearing and who are devoid of moral values or of even 
sanity are in control of economic, social and political 
affairs. 

In view of this, a total reconstruction of the society 
has become imperative. However, it should be clear right 
from the onset that this is a herculean task that attracts 
considerable or even unimaginable hardships and 
sufferings that need a lot of perseverance and patience. 
One can imagine the difficulty those who will insist on 
this reconstruction will face because it is going to affect 
many interests — interest of those who derive benefits from 
Democracy; the economic interests of agents of 
capitalism; the social interest of false intellectuals in our 
universities and academic institutions. It will also affect 
the global interests: the so-called Super Powers or 
international Communities who are interested in keeping 
our country under their perpetual exploitation so that they 
can continue plundering our resources.’? 

6. Imperatives of the Reconstruction 

The development of an Islamic personality in the 

Muslims is the first and the most essential step towards a 
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sustainable nation building or reconstruction of our 
society. This is because, as Mal. Ibrahim explains: 
It is not possible for someone who 
does not believe in higher moral 
values, who is not committed to 
superior, sublime goals, who has 
no vision of a world, and a life, 
beyond material, existence, and 
who is not a representative in 
moral and spiritual sense, of a 
human society and how, therefore, 
cannot exercise the function of a 
khalifah (Allah’s vicegerent) to 
ever think of a higher society let 
alone work for its establishment.”° 
It is, therefore only the Muslim that is equipped 
with the personality (moulded upon the Islamic moral 
values) for nation-building. But the question now is how 
can this personality be produced? To answer this 
important question, I will summarize some steps 
suggested by Mal. Ibrahim (of course deduced from main 
sources of Islam) as follows: 

1. The first step is a total devotion to Allah which 
implies a number of things that include: greater 
and more serious engagement in the performance 
of the essential duties to Allah, more especially the 
obligatory salat and Tahajjud, the fasting, both 
obligatory and superogatory etc; a total rejection 
of false worship such as the worship of sex, 
money, power and worldly glories, paying greater 
regard to the observance of the essential rules of 
the Shariah such as the prohibition of beer, liqueur 
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and any other intoxicant, prostitution, zina, 

cheating, gambling, murder, and oppression, and 

observance of the positive aspects of the Shariah. 

The second step is a total involvement in the 

seeking of knowledge which, inter alia, means: 

i. The understanding of Allah and how to 
approach and worship him. 

ii. Understanding the Shariah, and how to 
apply its rules in practical life 

iii. Understanding the essence, nature and use 
of the resources Allah has provided for 
man to facilitate and enrich his life; 

iv. Mastering the skills necessary for 
maintaining life in the pattern of Islam, and 
to confront evil and its agent, and there is 
nothing as urgent and imperative to us, at 
the moment as rigorous search for this 
knowledge. 

The third step is the cultivation of moral values in 

us, because Muslims must be different from non- 

Muslims in faith, morality and social 

responsibility. The cultivation of these moral 

values requires first, a total rejection of base 
morality, such as drunkenness, zina (adultery and 
fornication) sodomy and any other deviant moral 
attitude. Secondly, there should be an insistence 
on Islamic moral behavior, such as punctuality in 
salat, observance of sawm (fasting) total 
abstinence from major sins and even minor ones 
as much as possible and eagerness and serious 
endeavor to come closer to Allah (S.W.T). 
However, morality does not mean running away 
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from life; rather it means full participation in life 
with its numerous challenges, but with a sense of 
responsibility and accountability to Allah 
(S.W.T). The necessity for moral regeneration 
(after moral degeneration) lies in the fact that the 
superiority of a Muslim over a non-Muslim 
depends primarily in the superior nature of the 
morality of the Muslim and his sublimity of his 
character. 7! 


7. Conclusion 

From all that has been explained, it is clearly 
obvious that if we sincerely want to change our 
personality which, as we have seen is indispensible in our 
struggle to reconstruct and rebuild our society, we have to 
shape our personality and conduct in these line before we 
are able to realize our aim. This is the beginning and even 
the essence of jihad, i.e (struggle in the way of Allah). It 
is in this context that when Muslim army was returning to 
Madinah after they have defeated the enemy, the Prophet 
(S.A.W) said to them: 

“We are returning from the lesser 
jihad to greater one”. When the 
companions asked what the grater 
Jihad (al-Jihadul-Akbar) was, he 
explained that it has fighting with 
the carnal self (al-nafs). 7? 

This fact has further been confirmed by the 
Prophet (S.A.W.) when he explains that having a sound 
body depends on having a sound heart which is the source 
of the moral virtue as well as moral vices. That is why he 
was reported to have said: 
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Surely, in the body is a piece of flesh, 
which if it is sound, the whole body is 
sound, and if it is damaged, the 
whole body is diseased; surely, it is 
the heart.” 

Then there is no short-cut in changing our 
deplorable condition. We must do it through changing our 
inner self (al-nafs) as our Creator Himself has guided us 
in His Book, where He says: 

..Allah will not change the condition 
of a people until they change what is 
in themselves...” 

Allah has done favour to us and instead of being 
grateful to and thanking Him, by complying with His 
orders, we ungratefully disregard them, so he substituted 
the favour with what is happening to us: the opposite. This 
is how He conducts His affairs according to His system 
and design (the sunnah) as He clearly explains again in 
His noble Book, where He says: 

That is because Allah would 
not change a favor which he 
had bestowed upon a people 
until they change what is 
within themselves. And 
indeed Allah is All-Hearing 
and All-knowing.”° 

Thus nothing happens, in our situations or in the 

whole universe accidently without the Creator 
planning it. This is his system (sunnah) which He has 
promised that He will never change for whatever 
reason, as he informs us in His Book where he says: 
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...But you will not find in 
the way (i.e established 
method) of Allah (sunnatul- 
Lah) any change, and you 
will never find in the way of 
Allah any alteration.” 

Then going back to iman and its resultant effects 
in the form of our moral value is inevitable if we 
seriously and sincerely want to reconstruct and rebuild 
our society. This is the only way and any other way is 
not the way. The early we realize and understand this 
and act accordingly, the better for us. No one will do 
this for us, and nothing will save us except this. 

..1 only intend reform as 
much as I am able. And my 
success is not but through 
Allah. Upon Him I have 
relied, and to Him I return. 
(Hud 11:88) 
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